o s CASA

Court Appointed
Special Advocates

A

for
Abused & Neglected
Children in SWLA

Every child has the right to safety and security, unfortunately that

is not always the case. At Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA), a Division of Family & Youth, we rely on trained volunteers
who speak in court for the best interests of a child who has been
removed from his or her home due to abuse and/or neglect. These
volunteers are ordinary people from all walks of life who step-up to
assist judges in getting to know the child and their specific case.
They care, listen, and put the child’s interests before all others.
CASA volunteers do not provide legal representation, nor do they
replace case workers, but they serve as the eyes and ears of the
court in partnership with involved parties. Ultimately, they speak for
the children they represent when they cannot speak for themselves
to help them heal and thrive!
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While the work with the children is one-on-one,
CASA volunteers do not work alone. Together, with
state organizations, the support of Family & Youth
and backing from the national CASA Association,
volunteers are a powerful voice for children in,
helping them reach safe, permanent homes and
loving families more quickly.

SERVICES PROVIDED:
e Court Appointed Advocacy
Case Management
Volunteer Training
Child Abuse Education & Awareness
Court Support
Service Coordination
Consultation

How Does
Your Voice
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Scan for more info on Lending
Your Voice to a Child in Need
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Building a Stronger Louisiana

Paid for with public funds provided by the people of Louisiana.



Many advocates report a deep
satisfaction in helping children,
but they also experience:

¢ Improved sense of wellbeing
mentally and physically

¢ Professional development and
enhanced self esteem

¢ A greater sense of purpose and
connection to community

Chances are someone
you know has used
one of Family &
Youth’s eight divisions
in some way over the
years, whether it is
career guidance, or
perhaps individual
counseling, or helping

today’s youth become
Seaonssinstite tomorrow’s leaders.

H S Rl : These high-quality and
endind it ‘ much needed services
building a stronger community to build a Stronger
community are made
possible through
volunteers, grants,
fundraising events and
Childrents donations. All of us
(Adcfi?ecr* ( working together will
om st ensure a positive and
Per fmance productive future for
Southwest Louisiana.
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Nonprofit Impact

The
Leadership
Center

for Youth

Youth Today...
Leaders Tomorrow
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